ASSASSINATION ARCHIVES AND RESEARCH CENTER 


918 F. ST.. N.W. 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20004 
( 202 ) 393-1917 


August 28, 1991 


Dear Friend of the AARC: 


Last April I had the sad duty to inform friends of the As- 
sassination Archives and Research Center ("the AARC") that its 
founder and first president. Bud Fensterwald, Jr., had died. Now 
I urgently write to inform you of the dire financial condition of 
the AARC. Unless we can raise a substantial amount of money soon, 
we will have to cease operations. To avert this, I am asking you 
to send whatever contributions you can afford. 

The AARC owed its existence these past seven years to Bud's 
extraordinary generosity. He spent some $50,000 a year on the 
AARC, as well as much time and energy. He obviously wanted the 
AARC to continue after his death. His will provides that AARC is 
to receive a share of a trust fund established by his father. Un- 
fortunately, the trust contains a provision preventing the AARC 
from obtaining the principal during the life of Bud's sister. 

If the AARC is to remain open, all of us are going to have to 
emulate Bud's generosity to the extent we can. Some already have 
indicated their support by pledging to give monthly sums ranging 
from $50 to $100 a month. If others care enough to make similar 
pledges, in greater or lesser amounts, then the AARC will survive. 

Donations must begin soon if they are to really help. I have 
paid most of the July and all of the August rent out of my own 
pocket. Unlike Bud, I am not wealthy; the two payments I have 
made, totalling $2 650, represent a very substantial part of my 
income this year. I cannot continue to support the AARC more than 
another month. And I must know by September 10tn how much finan- 
cial support I can expect from you, because the landlord is re- 
quiring the AARC to enter a new lease by that date. 

I enclose a brief memo giving some information about the AARC 
and some ideas and plans which I believe will enable it to expand 
its services to members while also improving its financial base. 


If the AARC is to survive, I need all the help I can get from 
every friend of the AARC who cares. Please give as generously as 
you can. 

Sincerely^yours , 


/y Jim Lesar 
President, 





AARC 



MEMORANDUM REGARDING THE PAST AND FUTURE OF THE AARC 


In 1984 Bud Fensterwald and I founded the Assassination Ar- 
chives and Research Center ("AARC") . We wanted to establish a cen- 
tral repository of documents which would collect, preserve and dis- 
seminate information on political assassinations. To this end, the 
AARC also collects materials on subjects broadly related to the 
study of political assassinations, such as intelligence organiza- 
tions, intelligence activities, organized crime figures, narcotics 
trafficking and extremist political groups. 

The initial holdings of the AARC came largely from Bud's per- 
sonal library and the documents collected by his old Committee to 
Investigate Assassinations. Today the AARC's holdings comprise 
more than 2,000 books and over one-half million pages of records. 
This unique archive attracts visitors almost daily. Members of 
the news media frequently draw on its resources, either to obtain 
documents and photographs or to get in contact with researchers. 

There is currently a resurgence of interest in conspiracies 
generally, and in the assassination of President John F. Kennedy 
in particular. With the thirtieth anniversary of Kennedy's mur- 
der barely two years away, with new books and television programs 
being planned, the need for the AARC is obvious. 

At present the AARC is most useful to those who can visit us 
and spend some time rummaging in our files. In order to better 
disseminate our information, we need to computerize. This Would 
also improve our financial base. The purchase of an optical 
scanner would enable the AARC to put many expensive or hard-to-get 
materials on a computer disc. For example, the Warren Commission 
26 volumes, the House Select Committee on Assassination volumes, 
and the hearings which various congressional committees have held 
on organized crime could all be computerized. The discs could then 
be sold to libraries and individual researchers. 

Given enough funds, this project could in time be extended to 
other materials, such as the 48,000 index cards to the FBI's Dallas 
field office files on the JFK assassination and the cross-index to 
FBI Headquarters files. Moreover, last year the AARC acquired the 
microfilm of all of the available Warren Commission CDs from the 
National Archives and had it blown up into hard copy. The Warren 
Commission CDs could also be put on a computer disc. (The National 
Archives organized the CDs both numerically and alphabetically ac- 
cording to 600 key names, and the AARC has both sets.) 

The AARC is currently exploring the possibility of undertaking 
some publishing ventures. Many early articles appeared in small, 
sometimes esoteric magazines. Thought is being given to publishing 
an anthology of such articles. 

Over the years, many new government documents have surfaced 
as a result of Freedom of Information ("FOIA") suits. Once the 



